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WEB and MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL Report. 

Membership Renewals - this is an unusual report from me but my role also in-
cludes managing the database with a team consisting of Tony Knowlson and John Pike. 
They have been very helpful and very busy updating the database where all your mem-
bership and historic records are kept. 

It is time to do your Membership Renewals (to be returned to TONY) 
 
                           Before you do anything else check that you  
                  HAVEN'T THROWN OUT THE "SIDESCREEN" MAILING LABEL 
 
Go to the bin and rescue it as the Membership Renewal Check Sheet is on the 
BACK of the wrapper - we really want you to CHECK IT and correct the many  
errors or out of date bits. You can also fill out the bottom to PAY YOUR SUBS. 
 
PLEASE write your corrections on the page and add a blank page if you can't fit all the 
history of your car on the sheet. This history forms a permanent record of your car - it is 
really an important ARCHIVE of Triumph TR history.  
Likewise, it is the only way we can find out your correct:- 
 email address 
 phone numbers 
 postal address 
 your partner’s name 
 the correct name for your BADGE (eg abbreviated or nickname) 
 the Rego number of your car (very important when we are identifying cars for web 
photos) (note - for that reason we try to keep the older rego numbers in the HISTORY 
block so we can identify old photos) 
 the critical COMMISSION number and various other numbers 
By the time you read this, I will have a BLANK RENEWAL FORM ON THE WEB so  
You can download this to give you more writing room. You could send that back to Tony 
as well. The next step will be a Data form you can fill in on line. 
Rather than sending photographs of your car - I can get one off the web if there is a photo 
of you car on the web. I am slowly working through adding your car(s) to your record. 
BUT - if you have a favourite pic, email it to me (rick@tr-register.com.au) or mail a photo. 
 
Web: lots of new stuff going up all the time. My latest experiment is a ONE STOP spot so 
you can see all the recent changes in one place. Look for the: "List of New Pages &  
Recent Changes" on the top right of the front page. 
 
Many thanks to Graeme White and a few other members who have scoured their records 
to find photos of old Concours and other events to send to me. Graeme is an excellent 
photo scanner now!! Have you got any interesting photos or documents to share? 

Best wishes to all - Rick Fletcher 

mailto:rick@tr-register.com.au
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It has all come together nicely. Thanks to all for getting the reports in on time. 
I was looking forward to seeing the TRs and the Grand Prix on the television and then 
realised that it was on Channel 10 which we haven’t received in the twenty four years 

that we have lived here. By a sheer 
miracle (Praise be!) Channel 10  
resurrected for the duration of the 
event and then promptly died again. 
 Beyond that the new computer  
programme is working well enough and 
apparently bits and pieces are flying 
back and forward to the printer. That’s 
it  I will use up the space with  a  
cartoon that agrees with Geoff’s  
comment re TRs. No sign of a TR. 
Regards, Terry. 

                                                                                                                             

  Editor’s  Report. 

Hi everyone 
I hope everyone was watching the Formula One Grand Prix in Melbourne recently 
and caught a glimpse of a fine selection of our cars.  Unfortunately, it was not as much 
as exposure as a lot of us would have liked to have seen - however, we have no say in 
the advertising or amount of exposure granted to our cars by the promoters of this  
international event.  Special thanks and well done to John and Leonie Johnson for the 
work they put into organising our participation in this event.  
  
It has been interesting indeed to observe the quick sale of some of our cars lately,  
particularly the well presented ones.  It seems that our cherished models are still getting 
the attention they deserve.  I can't imagine in the foreseeable future any of the side 
screens heading for the wrecking yard, even if some of their owners may. 
  
On a personal note I am finding it hard to get in touch with our WA State Co-ordinator, 
Chris Keay.  Chris if you read this, please send me an email with your phone number as 
I have some TR stationery and banners, etc. for you. 
  
The Canberrans tell me that the bookings for the hotel are coming in at a good rate.  All 
the details are available on the Register website including the registration form so there 
are no excuses - book now!! 
Autumn is usually a great time to get out and about at the wheel of a side screen TR. 
 
Regards 
Geoff James 

President’s Report 

Fiat 500, E Type Jag, Hillman Husky, Austin Mini-
Cooper S, Daimler S.P.250……………. 
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Hi Folks, 
What a fantastic weekend we have just had at the F1 GP here in Melbourne doing 
the F1 and V8 driver’s parade. John J had a trying time with all the late changes for 
timing and arrival of cars but 27 were present for Sunday looking superb. I spent the 
2 weeks prior to this event removing the roll bar and fitting the front bumper patching 
scrapes and polishing bits never touched for 40 years. 
 
A change on the way we do membership, the database is now run on the web and 
currently accessible by Rick, Pikey and myself. The mailing list is now direct from the 
database and not from another list.  
 
TR membership renewals have been but four new members since the last magazine, 
as follows :- 
QLD – Les Richards from Highfields TR2  
QLD – Eric Hvass from Stones Corner TR3A  
QLD – Martin Corke from Logan Reserve TR3A 
VIC – Felix Hemingway from Kinglake  TR3A ex Doug Cooper  
VIC – Tony Xerri believed a relative to Lesley and sometime driver of PRMRSE 
 
It is amazing how your life can change after joining TR Register, Tony was only a 
member for a couple of weeks when he was centre stage at the GP driving Daniel 
Ricciardo round and seen by millions throughout the world. He can be contacted 
through his people for special appearances and events. 
 
 Please let me know of any changes to the membership information of yourself or the 
car, especially cars that have gone onto club plates and we do not have the current 
registration.                                                                                                    Tony 

Membership Report 

Remember  To ... 
1. Complete the information update form and membership renewal 

form on the back of the address wrapper and mail, with payment, 
to Tony Knowlson 

2. Book your Concours Accommodation 
3. Download Concours and After Tour  
        Registration Form from the website  
       (or contact your State Co-ordinator or a    
        member of the Committee), complete and    
        mail with payment details to Peter McEwan 
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Mecure Hotel, Cnr Ainslie & Limestone Avenue, Braddon - Accommodation Costs: 
(Inclusive of full breakfast) 
Standard Accommodation @ $169.00 per night per room (Maximum of 20 rooms)  
Superior Accommodation @ $199.00 per night per room (Maximum of 40 rooms)  
Deluxe Loft @ $229.00 per night per room (Maximum of 20 rooms) 
The block code to quote to ensure you receive the agreed accommodation rates is “Car Club”. 
For guests to make their bookings, please contact the hotel reservations team on 02 6243 0000. 
The final date for reservations for these agreed rates is 31 August 2014.  
 
FRIDAY 31 October 2014 
2.00 – 4.30pm Concours Registration 
5.00 – 6.30pm Welcome Reception – finger food provided. 
Dinner – venue of your choice.  There is a restaurant and a bistro at the Hotel.  There is also a 
wide variety of restaurants serving a mixture of cuisines, from fine dining to inexpensive options 
in close walking distance. 
SATURDAY 1 November 2014 
9.00am Concours - The display will be held at the Old Par liament House lawns.  The 
travel time to the venue is approximately 15 minutes.  Judging will commence at 9.30am, and 
cars are to be removed by 3.00pm.  There are a number of cafes available within a block radius 
of the display. 
10.00am Tour of the Museum of Australian Democracy (Old Par liament House).  This 
tour provides an insight into the back corridors of the historic building and its activities and  
provides access to areas which are not normally available to tourists.  Please let us know if you’d 
like to participate in this tour – it’s free of charge. 
National Attractions - The display area is surrounded by many national attractions, including 
the National Gallery, the National Portrait Gallery, The High Court, The National Library, 
Questacon, Museum of Australian Democracy, National Archives, National Museum and  
Parliament House.  Apart from Questacon they are free, and most have adjoining cafes.   
Shopping - It is a shor t dr ive/bus r ide to the Manuka shopping centre which has many  
boutique shops, and to Kingston shopping centre which has a wide range of restaurants.  For 
those who would like to shop nearer the Hotel, The Canberra Centre is a large mall with a myri-
ad of shops and eateries. 
Gorman House Markets are held every Saturday from 10am – 4pm and is two blocks from 
the hotel.  The Gorman House Markets have been Canberra’s much loved meeting place provid-
ing opportunities for the community and visitors alike to express themselves creatively, trade 
and shop in a vibrant environment. 
6.30pm Presentation Dinner – “Off To The Races”.  Please feel free to dress in any-
thing ranging from Fashion in the Fields to a jockey, strapper, bookie, steward or perhaps even a 
horse! 
SUNDAY – 2 November 
9.00am National Meeting – to be held in the Bistro area of the Mecure Hotel 
11.00am Depart for Gundaroo – approximately 45 minute dr ive. 
12.00 noon Farewell Luncheon – Crowes Restaurant at the Gundaroo Colonial Inn.  
Gundaroo is a small historic village located about 35 km north of Canberra.   

 

 Canberra   Concours   31 October-2 november 
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The Mercure Hotel has agreed to the same rate for accommodation for Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 
evenings.   Please contact the hotel to secure your accommodation. 
 
SUNDAY afternoon   
 
3.00pm:   Australian War Memorial.  The War  Memor ial is only 2-3 blocks from the 
Hotel and is an easy walk, but there is also ample parking for those who would prefer to drive.    
At the end of each day, commencing at 4.55 pm, the Memorial farewells visitors with its mov-
ing Last Post ceremony.   
 
MONDAY – 3 November  
 
9.30am Depart the hotel and travel to the National Arboretum for coffee.  The National 
Arboretum is Canberra's newest attraction.  Set on a 250 hectare site the Arboretum includes 
100 forests of Australian natives and various rare and endangered trees from Australia and 
around the world.  It's also home to the National Bonsai Collection.  (Parking:  $2 an hour.) 
 
10.45am Depart the Arboretum for a 20 minute drive to the Cotter Dam for a barbeque 
lunch.  The Cotter Dam has a 1.4km Discovery Trail tracing the Cotter River. The Cotter 
Dam has recently been enlarged to 20 times its original size to secure Canberra’s water sup-
ply, and was completed in October 2013.   
 
PM Further time to explore  local  attractions ie The Australian Mint, the National Ar-
chives, Black Mountain Tower, National Museum, etc. 
 
TUESDAY – 4 November 
 
9.30am National Museum’s Conservation Annex, in Mitchell.  The Annex features 
a number of vehicles including the stately DE 36hp Daimler Landaulette currently under resto-
ration and  used by Queen Elizabeth II during her iconic Royal Tour of Australia in 1954. The 
car was purchased in September 2009 by the National Museum of Australia. 
 
1.00pm Melbourne Cup Lunch at the Mercure Hotel.  This will be an oppor tunity 
to give your dinner costumes another airing if you so desire.  Lunch will be provided by the 
hotel and we will be arranging for sweeps etc during the afternoon.  There may even be priz-
es!! 
 
WEDNESDAY - 5 November 
 
9.00am Depart Mecure Hotel for drive to the McKellar Ridge Winery Murrumbateman 
 
11am Visit Chocolate d’Or - Robyn Rowe Chocolates, Murrumbateman  
 
12.30pm Farewell lunch at the Murrumbateman Hotel  
 

CANBERRA AFTER TOUR 2-5 November 
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Bathurst is Australia’s most iconic 
race track which annually hosts two 
rounds of the NSW Hillclimb  
Championship. This is a two day 
event with two separate events on 
successive  days. The Saturday 
competition drives up the hill  ‘the 
wrong way’, starting at Conrod 
Straight,  through Forrest’s Elbow, 
up the Dipper to finish at Skyline. 
The Sunday events follows the 
‘great race’ direction,  starting from 
Mountain Straight, up through  
Griffins then the Cutting, though Reid Park and finishing at McPhillamy Park.  
For a bit over $100, could any red-blooded enthusiast resist an opportunity to drive 
your own car, as fast as you can, up Bathurst? Yet this is what the NSW Hillclimb 
Championship rounds run by the Bathurst Light Car Club offers. 
Our event started in the old Triumph TR 3A on Friday, driving to the circuit from  
Newcastle in cold pouring rain and arriving at Bathurst in the evening. “The headlights 
look dim”, said Danute. I agreed – then saw the alternator bracket had broken. So, 
with rain pouring down all across the drought – stricken countryside, Saturday  
morning was spent trying to find a welder for the bracket (thanks to Joe Chapman 
Automotive!) then rebolting the errant device – incredibly fiddly without ramps or a 
jack. Finally the job was finished by 3 PM, the rain was bucketing down, the weather 
was cold and I expected I had missed the last run… ah well, always tomorrow. 
Sunday came up, so up to the mountain for Round 2. No problems with scrutineering 
then off to the dummy grid. After a slight battle with a coil wire, we off at Bathurst!! 
Unfortunately, the Bathurst hill is very much a ‘power’ run and that’s not the old TR’s 
forte – heading off from Mountain Straight, up to third gear then flat out all the way but 
with slight lifts and Griffiths and the Cutting before hitting top gear at Sulman Park. 
Engine power vs. gravity was the tussle rather than driver skill but it was still so  
thrilling to be running at Bathurst as fast as possible, just like the big kids. You are 
competing with yourself…. The overall time may not be fastest but who cares?  Were 
you going as fast as the old Triumph would go? You try.  
There are some things that you remember all your life. Gunning it up Mount  
Panorama will be one of those for me, and thanks the NSW Hillclimb series and the 
Bathurst Light Car Club for allowing this to happen.  These wonderful events are 
available to everyone – the experience of a lifetime in a single weekend, for the cost 
of a CAMS licence and less than two hundred bucks. How can anyone miss this  
opportunity?  
The next event for me is the Festival Of Sporting Cars meeting at Wakefield Park on 
5-6 April and the next round of the Hillclimb Championships is at Canberra on the 13th  
April.                                                                                              Bill Revill 

Hillclimb Champs Round 1 and 2 Bathurst – a mixed weekend 
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TOADSTOOLS 
Author: John Pike 

Love (and Oil) Will Find a Way ?  Nuts to That !! 

There is no doubt that the pursuit of love can occasionally be quite problematic, 
but it is not a subject that needs to be ventilated through the pages of this  
august journal.  What can be even more troublesome is the lengths that oil will 
go to escape its confinements, and this is a subject that can be explored here. 
 
I can’t think of any car manufacturing country other than Great Britain where 
there is so little effort made to restrict the flow of oil to the outside world.  It 
must be a throwback to the design of many World War 1 aircraft engines, 
where oil consumption was hardly an issue.  Aircraft like the famous Sopwith 
Camel were fitted with engines using what was called a total loss oil system.  
The basic feature of these engines was that the crankshaft was fixed in place, 
while nine cylinders revolved around it.  Oil was supplied from a large tank, 
went around the engine once and was then flung out.  This must have been 
somewhat distressing for the average oil molecule.  I mean, there it was,  
sleeping in a cave in a black sludge for the odd couple of million years or so.  
Then one day someone drills through the roof of the cave, and all the  
molecules are sucked up and sent through big pipes to a factory, where they 
are cleaned and refined and buffed and polished and put into shiny tins, and 
then are put into an aeroplane engine with the very important job of keeping all 
those metal parts from touching each other.   
Responsibility at last !! This is the life !!  And they waited with eager anticipation 
before plunging into the engine to do their stuff.  But then, after about 30  
seconds, and still in their prime, they are unceremoniously chucked overboard, 
to end their days as an oily cloud trailing behind the aircraft, or as a dirty 
smudge on the pilot’s goggles. How depressing !!  But I digress… 
 
These rotary engines may seem a bit strange to us now, but they were in many 
ways more efficient than the later radial engines, where the cylinders are fixed 
and the crankshaft rotates.  Probably the biggest drawback they had was that 
the time the  
aircraft could stay aloft was more dependent on the oil supply than the amount 
of fuel on board.  A typical Bentley rotary engine used just under 7 litres per 
hour, so there was a lot of oil going overboard.  Thankfully,  Mr Bentley’s car 
engines were at least slightly more frugal. !! 
 
So, It could be that when British car engine designers started working on more 
modern engines, they maintained the very casual approach of their predeces-
sors as far as oil retention was concerned.  The sump was probably thought of 
as just another name for an oil tank. Only lip service was paid to oil tightness of 
joints, possibly in the belief that a bit of oil oozing from an engine wasn’t such a 
bad thing.  You know the jokes about English roads being rust free, and British 
cars leaking oil as fast as Edward Snowden is leaking state secrets, and so on. 
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But most of us TR owners don’t want our cars disgracing themselves by leaving 
their visiting cards where they shouldn’t.  And in recent times Thud has been 
carrying on as though he had a total loss oil system.  When the entire  
underside of the car right back to the muffler has a coating of oil on it there has 
to be a problem.  Or more than one problem.  And this is where the story starts. 
 
The major oil leak was easy to diagnose once the car was jacked up and the 
engine started.  The joint between the front plate and the block was dribbling 
rather profusely, and the front plate will have to be removed to fix the problem.  
That will be done in the coming weeks.  But there was another, much smaller, 
oil leak evident, and this proved harder to trace. 
 
The leak seemed to be coming from under the oil filter mounting, and when 
Graham Brohan called in for a visit he made a new gasket for the mounting 
(plus another for the fuel pump mounting while he was at it).  But after that the 
leak persisted, and my attention turned to the banjo fitting from which the line to 
the oil pressure gauge bolts to the mount.  There are two copper washers 
there, and in the belief that they could be preventing the fitting from being  
properly nipped up I removed and polished them smooth again.  But still the oil 
emerged triumphantly, mocking my efforts to keep it locked in.  
 
In desperation, I had a good look at what the Spare Parts Manual calls the cap 
nut that holds the banjo in place. Shortly afterwards I had a Eureka moment.  
Followed by a question.  Here is a nut that has to withstand up to around 100 
psi of oil pressure, and logic would indicate that a robust device would be in 
order.  So why would Triumph use a two piece nut, which according to  
Murphy’s law will fail at some time, when a one piece nut would be less likely to 
come apart.  I can’t believe the factory had never heard of a dome nut, and  
instead used basically an ordinary nut which had a cap stuck on the top.  The 
photo will hopefully illustrate the point more fully. 
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Now, there might be some highly technical engineering reason why the factory 
used such a nut, but I can’t think of it.  When I had a close look at the offending 
item, it was apparent  that whatever had sealed the two bits of the thing   
together had failed, allowing the oil to escape.   
 
And not surprisingly, when I swapped the cap nut for one of the domed variety, 
that particular oil leak admitted defeat and  retired, possibly sulking, and will 
now look for other avenues to test my patience. 
 
I guess the moral of the story is that if you still have 50+ year old nuts in critical  
positions, it might be wise to consider a change !! 
 
 

On dome nuts. 
 
I have discussed this with John Pike and he believes it to be of interest.  
 
Dome nuts have been with us forever. They are cast in one piece and tidied up. 
Of course there are always people trying to save a penny so they stick a dome 
onto a production nut.  
 
Last Christmas I was given the task of assembling a doll’s bed for my three 
year old granddaughter. It had four gold plated dome nuts. On assembly two of 
the domes separated and wandered off.  One was never found and the other 
refused to stick back on. The gold wasn’t and the nuts were plastic so  
ultimately I had to go to my industrial fastener specialist for a correct set which 
didn’t come gold plated so I had to buy a spray can of gold paint to match it all 
up. The things you do ! 
                                                                                              Terry Hicks. 

Remember  To ... 
1. Complete the information update form and membership renewal                

form on the back of the address wrapper and mail, with payment,                  
to Tony Knowlson 

2. Book your Concours Accommodation 
3. Download Concours and After Tour  
        Registration Form from the website  
       (or contact your State Co-ordinator or a    
        member of the Committee), complete and    
        mail with payment details to Peter McEwan 
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                    “Cavallino Rampante” 

I have been asked often about the bonnet badge on the Doretti, specifically the motif 
that looks suspiciously like Ferrari’s Prancing horse. The rights to the badge were 
sold to The Swallow  Coachbuilding  Company for the token sum of 1 Dollar .It was 
Dorothy Deen’s emblem for Cal Sales, who became the Triumph agents for most of 
Western America as far afield as the Mississipi. 
 
The Doretti’s badge is of a Griffin, a medieval animal 
with the body of a lion and the forefront of an eagle. 
These were the strongest beasts on earth and in the 
sky, and were said to guard their peoples gold and 
precious objects. In an attempt to “Italianise” the name 
a bit, Dorothy became Doretti. Also the colours of 
Green, Red, and white were used on the badge. 
 This “Italian bit” was thought to help with marketing, 
as Italian cars were popular in the United States. 
 
Back  to  Scuderia Ferrari.  Scuderia means “Stable”. The symbol 
of the race team is the “Cavallino  Rampante”, or prancing horse. 
Ferrari’s road cars had this symbol on the bonnet and on the 
sides of both front wings near the door.  
 
(The 1965 Ford Mustang used  a  
galloping horse badge in the same  
position.) 
  
 
But where did  Ferrari get it from? 
 
 
 
Count Francesco Baracca.  
 
A flying ace and hero of the Italian Air 
force used a Prancing horse on the side 
of his aircraft back in 1916.  Just before 
he died in 1918, Count Baracca changed 
the horse to a Griffin.  In later years after 
the count’s death his mother presented 
the emblem of the prancing horse to En-
zo Ferrari.   

The  Swallow  Doretti  Page. 
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A similar black horse on a yellow background is the coat 
of arms of the German city of Stuttgart. Porsche use the  
Stuttgart symbol  (the prancing horse) on their logo.  
 
Fabio Taglioni used the Cavallino Rampante on his  
racing Ducattis . Ducatti later abandoned the use of the 
horse. Did Ferrari Have a word with Ducati? Who knows.  
 
Avanti, an  Austrian petrol filling station use an  identical 
one to Ferrari.. 
Iron Horse Bicycles,  Norfolk Southern Railways and 
many others use a horse as an emblem. 
 
Coincidentally, Dorothy Deen’s husband, Tony Anthony later become head of the 
Beverly Hills Ferrari dealership. 

 

The Toyota Soarer used a Griffin on their badge, and the Datsun Fairlady used a 
similar Griffin on theirs. 
 The Griffin is also used by Argyll, Saab- Scania,  Vauxhall , and many other  
businesses and institutes. The Holden emblem is different to their General Motors 
cousin Vauxhall, and is of an Egyptian lion.  
              

Paul McEwen 
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What a great showing of TR’s at the Australian Grand Prix well done Victorian  
members. I only watched this part and then took the dog for a walk.  
 
Our February drive was to Mt Mee Forest Park for a picnic lunch but we had a stop off 
at a country market on the way. Very popular with the ladies as we left with preserves 
and plants. Windy roads and great scenery and all cars performed well. 
 

I read with interest John Pike’s article on our instruments however I would like to  
highlight and defend that unsung hero ‘'”the windshield wiper”. Now we will call him 
“he” for convenience.....”he “ is not as in your face as the instruments and is not as 
attention seeking but “he” has feelings for his place in things. A workshop manual 
describes “him” as The motor gearbox and operating cable rack are packed with 
grease during manufacture and should need no further attention.....how would you 
like no further attention after you were born. “He” is not called upon to work as much 
as the instruments but when he is, he is desperately required to burst into life after 
sometimes months of inactivity. So just remember next time you chamois and pamper 
the instruments open the bonnet and pay “him” some attention. Next time “He” is   
doing some work in front of your eyes look at his action and just remember that “He 
”is doing “His” best. 
  
Cheers  
Bob 

Queensland report 



 

Journal of the TR Register Australia 14 APR/MAY 2014 

 
 
What the viewers 
saw 

Pre Grand Prix 
 
Tony Xerri 

Pre V8 
 
Leonie Johnson 
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Donna Mae Mimms. 
  I apologise for not having previously noted the passing of Donna Mae Mimms  (The 
Pink Lady,  1/7/1927- 6/10/2009). She drove a series of pink sports cars. Corvette, AH 
Sprite, Triumph  TR3A  and MGB. In the Sprite she won Class H Sports Car Club of 
America Championship in 1963 .She also competed in the 1979 Cannonball. Think Pink! 

 
 
Denis Delap is an Ameri-
can club racer. He has been  
successful in Tr3A and Tr4. 
He acquired a damaged TVR 
which we all know was  
usually Ford Cortina  
powered and rebuilt it with a 
TR engine . Just to indicate 
that it was really a TR3A/
TVR he put a TR3A grill on 
the front, upside down. Some 
people have talent. 
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Driver lists for the grand prix Day 

      V8                      TR Drivers              F1 

 

JAMIE WHINCUP CHRIS BELLAMY SEBASTIAN VETTEL 
GARTH TANDER ROBIN MURPHY LEWIS HAMILTON 
LEE HOLDSWORTH OTTO FEENSTRA KEVIN MAGNUSSEN 
MARK WINTERBOTTON JUSTIN WEST (Son of Stuart)   
CHAZ MOSTERT STUART WEST NICO ROSBERG 
TODD KELLY TONY KNOWLSON ROMAIN GROSJEAN 
JASON BRIGHT HUGH BURRILL SERGIO PEREZ 
WILL DAVISON IAN MEATES ADRIAN SUTIL 
FABIAN COULTHARD DAVID ORCHARD FERNANDO ALONSO 
RICK KELLY ANDREW PITCHFORD ESTEBAN GUTIERREZ 
SCOTT PYE DENISE McGUIRE JEAN-ERIC VERGNE 
DAVID WALL CHRIS COPELAND DANIIL KVYAT 
JACK PERKINS RUSSELL HOLLIDAY VALTTERI BOTTAS 
DALE WOOD DAVID DUMOLO JULES BIANCHI 
JAMES COURTNEY CINDY SCHMIDT   
  NOEL SCHMIDT KIMI RAIKKONEN 
RUSSELL INGALL CARL HABAL MARCUS ERICSSON 
SCOTT McLAUGHLIN MALCOLM DAVIDSON   
ROBERT DAHLGREN IAN CUSS   
MICHAEL CARUSO ALAN MITCHELL   
TIM SLADE GAVIN REA FELIPE MASSA 
DAVID REYNOLDS VIV PAINE   
SHANE VAN GISBERGEN IVAN POWELL MAX CHILTON 
NICK PERCAT JOHN ROLFE NICO HULKENBERG 
JAMES MOFFAT LEONIE JOHNSON   
  JOHN JOHNSON JENSON BUTTON 
CRAIG LOWNDES TONY XERRI DANIEL RICCIARDO 
  GRAEME CORBETT KAMUI KOBAYASHI 
  ROSS McKINNON PASTOR MALDONADO 

Quote of the day: 
There are some beautifully restored Triumphs out there, aren’t 
there? 
             Alan Jones commentating for Channel 10 broadcast 



 

Journal of the TR Register Australia 17 APR/MAY 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
The First TR in  
Australia. 
  A little late but this splendid 
TR was at Kings School last 
August. 
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Pleasing that at least 3 members contacted us re the difficulties besetting clubs & 
organisations whose membership is withering because of relative disinterest by 
younger people. 
Most suggestions / observations have been canvassed by the Committees over the 
last several years. One good new idea was that we feature "TRIUMPH" much more 
prominently than to date. Nobody under 50 knows what 'TR' means..... During the 
recent Melbourne GP, when our cars carried both the V8 & F1 drivers on their parade 
laps, only one commentator knew what the cars were. 
The general thought is that almost all younger (under 40) people don't 'play' with older 
cars any more & almost nobody not a qualified mechanic can do much with newer 
ones.  The tradition of 'dirty fingernails' has thus virtually died out. 
We still need you to brainstorm these problems & welcome your further input. 
 
The Committee will contiue to ponder ( hopefully without too much ponderousness ) 
your thoughts & suggestions.Another good idea to emerge is to have the Secretary 
give a synopsis of Committee meetings as it is felt that too little information re the day 
to day workings of the Register is being given to members. Hopefully this will occur 
from next issue of  Sidescreen. 
 
A pressing issue, which will come to a head in June, is Committee membership. 
PLEASE put your name forward if you would like to become more involved. 
 
We understand that the Register is very N.S.W.-centric ( Mainly an accident of history 
& practicality ) but with mobiles & computers this can be easier now. Discuss it with a 
Committee person or your State Co-ordinator if you feel you can help. 
Parts, both new and second-hand would be a challenge, but most other activities can 
or could be worked around. 
AGAIN....Think about it & please make yourself heard.........ENOUGH ALREADY ! 
 
Both our recent Breakfast outings have been very well patronised with 20 odd  
(sometimes very odd ) members, attending. Obviously the prospect of substantial 
grazing appeals. Your scribe certainly finds himself to be an enthusiastic diner .  
Do come to the next. 
 
Be seen at..... 
APRIL 
           
 *   13 Sunday.    Hunter Valley Steam Fest. We have been there several times in the 
past & always enjoyed.                           
Meet at 'Pie in the Sky' for coffee at 9am.Then a drive to Maitland. It's Palm Sunday 
so bring a frond as well as a friend. P-i-t-Sky is on the Old Pacific Highway a little past 
Cowan. Hard to miss.    Could be a good thing to bring a younger person to....?  
www.steamfest.com 
        

Nsw report and events 
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 13   "               TSOA Concours. Linwood House.25 Byron Rd.Guildford West. 
        18--21             Easter. Get yourself a bunny. 
 *     27 Sunday     Breakfast at " Lilies on the Park ". Bi-centenial Park within the 
Olympic Precinct, Homebush. Enter from Australia Ave,opposite Shirley Strickland 
Ave.   9.30 am. Just turn up. Good food & good coffee. 
        27    "              Mudgee Wings, Wheels & Wine. Great show if you're in the area. 
 
MAY 
      4   Sunday  WINGS OVER  ILLAWARRA.  Huge Airshow at Illawarra Regional 
Airport at Albion Park Rail about 20 km past Wollongong.                                                                     
Always a great day with Aerobatic Displays. Military & civillan  Aircraft & all kinds of 
entertainmente & a big Classic Car show as well. 
www.wingsoverillawarra.com.au  TSOA will be having a club run there. 
 *    18 Sunday      Ebeneezer historic church  near Windsor.  We will depart from 
the M4 Westbound Service Station area near Eastern Creek. Meet at the McDonalds 
for coffee from 8.30 for a 9.30 departure. Nice drive to Ebeneezer & a tour of the  
historic area with Devonshire Tea served at the church. PLEASE advise if coming. 
Suggested by Warren McEwan.                                                                         
      23-25               Historic Winton. This will be huger than ever this year with  
celebrations  of 110 years of R. Royce & Rover,100 years of Aston,Dodge & Maserati. 
90 years of Bentley, Bugatti. There will be Classic Car &  Bike tour you can join.  More 
info at   www.historicwinton.org.  More than a few of our members' will be there both as 
competitors & spectators. 
 
Don't forget that we are welcome to join the TSOA at their monthly Coffee'n'Cake 
outings on the last Wednesday of each month.  Aprils' offering (30th) is at the Kokoda 
Cafe at Rhodes at 11am & May (28) at The Boatshed in Como. 11am.            
      Allan Wright on 9451 0165 is a font of further information. 
 
Several members, also belong to The National Motor Racing Museum at Bathurst. 
Membership is only $37 per year ($27.50 for Wrinklies) & confers good benefits if you  
visit Mt. Panorama regularly. More info at  wwwnmrm.com.au 
 
We presume that you are on top of things & are signed up for the Canberra Concours. 
If, perchance, this is not the case, we urge..NAY...COMMAND that you do so now ! 
Be there or be very square. Remember that you can tune a TR but you can't tuna fish. 
 
Get them TR's out and about. 
 
Etiamsi. Rectis. Resiste. 
 
mal munro              
0416031654          
malcs707@gmail.com 

For the Diary…. 
Hunter Region 

All British Display Day (from 10.00) 
Foreshore Park 

Newcastle 
Saturday July 26th 2014 
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Hi everyone.  
Planning for the Concours is well under way.  We have finalized the after tour which 
will be contained to the Canberra area and the immediate surrounds.  This will mean 
that we will not have to check out of the hotel until leaving for home.  The registration 
form can be downloaded from the webpage.  
Many of you have already made your accommodation bookings so it would be  
appreciated if you could fill out the registration form and return it as soon as possible.  
For those who are yet to book I would encourage you to get in early to secure the 
room of your choice. 
 
The annual Wheels event was held in Canberra on 16 March 2014 which saw a wide 
array of vehicles turn out.  Approximately 7 sidescreen TR’s were also on display with 
Terry Goodall bringing his car from Mittagong and Rick Fletcher bringing his up from 
the south coast. 
 
Our last breakfast at Red Hill lookout was again well attended with new members 
Graeme and Jo Corbett attending for the first time 
 
Coming events 
Our next gathering will be for breakfast at Roselea Café at Lake Bathurst at 9.00am 
on Saturday 5 April.  For those wishing to travel in convoy we will be leaving the 
McDonalds carpark near EPIC at 8.15am. 
 
On the weekend of 24 and 25 May we have a trip planned to the Yarrongabilly Caves 
near Tumut which has been organised by Claire Middleton.  We have ten couples paid 
up to attend so it should be a good weekend. 
 
Kind regards 
Peter McEwan 
ACT Co-Ordinator 

Canberra capers 

“THE ONE RACE WHERE WE ALL TRIUMPH”  
 
The annual All Triumph Race will again feature on the MRA – ALL British Race Day 
on 29th June 2014 Wakefield Park Goulburn.. 
Format will remain:  
Race 1: 6 laps based on qualifying time  
Race 2: 8 lap reverse grid handicap with cars released in groups of only 6 to 8 cars  
Race 3: 10 lap final with starting order from Race 1 results  
It will be an action packed event and ideal to showcase how good it is to own and 
race a Triumph.  
Many trophies and prize money on the day.  
PLEASE LOCK IN THE DATE NOW 29TH JUNE 2014  
Any questions call Howard Glinn 0409 600 078  



 

Journal of the TR Register Australia 21 APR/MAY 2014 

Issue # 72 of Sidescreen was another great read, enjoyed the Olson’s 1198 
and the Swallows of Singapore, Denise’s family TR3A story and found John 
Pike’s instrument story informative. Mal’s entreaty within the NSW notes is very 
pertinent at this point in time. 
 
It was a great sight even if I only saw it on the television to see the Drivers  
Parade at the AGP featuring our kind of TR. It was a great mix of models and 
colours. Well done John for your organisation and to those who participated 
bringing their cars from near and far. 
 
It is the sort of thing to inspire some to get stuck back into their restoration  
project, or to go and fire up their little used TR and give it a good thrashing.  
 
All British Car Display  -  Saturday 15th February 2014 
 
This event was organised by the Post Vintage Car Club and was held on the 
Parliament House lawns at Hobart and adjacent to the Salamanca Market 
which was the source of a lot of spectators. It was a sunny day for the event 
with the large trees providing some shade for the cars which were present  
between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm. 
 
There were about 60 cars on show with models ranging from the 1920s through 
to the 1980s and about 16 marques from Austin to Wolseley. 
Triumphs were represented by a TR4A, Dolomite Sprint, 3 x Stags, a 2000 and 
2500 sedans plus the derivative Peerless. John Kay’s black TR4A had many 
admirers while the Peerless created some interest and curiosity. 
My pick of the crop would have been the red 1955 Bristol 405. 
 
John and Pauline Kay travelled down to Hobart the day before with the TR3A 
gearbox and overdrive in the boot to be dropped off for repair. I left Perth early 
on the Saturday with a nearby Stag owner tailing the Peerless. At the display 
we caught up with Lance and Jenny Hadaway who had come up from Dover in 
the TR4 but were a bit late to get on to the lawns. Later on I ran into Martin Os-
born who came in his 2500 PI sedan; the forecast rain deterring him from bring-
ing his TR3A. Towards the end of the event we caught up with Mary  
Cousins who told us that she and Annaleise were planning on driving the TR3 
which we thought was great news. 
 
Returning to Launceston a bit after 3:00 pm we ran into a big thunderstorm 
around Jericho with the down pour of biblical proportions which continued to the 
northern side of Oatlands. Visibility was very limited and some cars had pulled 
off the road. JK had put his hood up in a very timely manner, about 10 minutes 
before the deluge hit. 

TASMANIAN REPORT 
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It was a good run for both cars, JK unfortunately doing a speedo cable and  
losing a small clear sidelight on the trip down. It was a 240 miles round trip for 
the Peerless and have now done just over a 1000 miles in the first 12 months of 
ownership. 
 
Coming Events 
 
Tuesday 6th to Sunday 11th May 2014     
Targa Tasmania 
 
Commencing with the Prologue at George Town on the Tuesday then followed 
by 5 days of competition. I believe that Steven and Ginetta Rochester are  
returning for this years event in the TR3A 
 
Sunday 18th May 2014 
PVCC Picnic at Ross 
 
This years event will be the sixth since its inception. Has grown very rapidly in 
terms of participants with over a thousand cars gathering at the Ross  
Community Sports Ground for last years event. 
 
April to June 2014 
British Sporting Heritage exhibit at NAMT 
 
John Kay and David Pearce have been invited by the National Automotive  
Museum of Tasmania at Launceston to display their Triumph TR4A and  
Peerless GT cars respectively at the forthcoming theme exhibit commencing 
April and mixing with some other notable marques including Aston Martin,  
Morgan and Riley. 
 
Our Cars 
The Peerless has been getting a little touch up paint on the panel edges. Our 
esteemed Editor, Terry, kindly put me on to a Peerless restoration story which 
appeared in the February issue of Popular Classics. Have also been picking up 
some info from Classics Monthly in which the editor has a regular segment 
about his Peerless restoration. 
 
Mick Sullivan has made a start on the TR3 following the fire last October. There 
is a lot of work ahead and parts to source. The left hand door is the first panel 
to be attended to and was looking pretty good in the primer coat the other day. 
The TR3A of John Kay should be back on the road soon following a gearbox 
and overdrive rebuild. 
David Pearce 
Tasmanian Co-ordinator 



 

Journal of the TR Register Australia 23 APR/MAY 2014 

Victorian report 
Sun 2 Mar All Triumph Concours – at Xavier College  
We were asked along by the Triumph car club of Victoria to help with the numbers of 
Sidescreen cars attending and I think it was a great success judging by the glowing 
comments of our cars and helped along by a simply beautiful day weather wise. The 
oval of Xavier College was a lovely setting plenty of room for everyone amenities 
close by and the coffee was good as well. My favourite car on the day was a  
supercharged Stag just gorgeous.  
John Rolfe took out the 1st prize for the Sidescreens but it was both congratulations 
and commiserations to John who has managed to find a buyer for his car. It just  
happened that the buyer was there on the day and a deal was done during the  
following week. Let’s hope John can convince the new owner to join the register. 
And I hope the new owner appreciates the quality of the car he has purchased. 
DON’T BE A STRANGER JOHN!!!!!! 
 
6-9 Mar Phillip Island Classic 
Two Sidescreens racing here and two finished amazing. Well done to both David 
Orchard and Andrew Gibson with respectable times recorded by both men. Ian Cuss 
was there in his Triumph 2000 and was going well until a broken rocker shaft ended 
his weekend. Ross Mckinnon was in regularity until a stone through his oil cooler 
forced him to have a rest. Great weather & friends made a fantastic day. 
 
13-16 Mar Formula 1 Grand Prix   
Wow, where do I start, I am completely buggered on my feet and on the phone for 
days, that GP Corporation are hopeless at organising things but as per usual it all 
worked out in the end.  
 
The regalia was the only part of this event that didn’t cause any problems. All items 
& sizes arrived & correct….  Merran & Chris Olsen should be congratulated. A big 
thank you to you both, you did an amazing job of making ugly people look good, I 
thought only alcohol could do that, I was wrong.  
 
If you’re trying to get hold of Tony Xerri you first have to get past his 2 personal  
assistants then his wife just to talk to him (big shot T.V. star now) only kidding, I 
hope everyone involved enjoyed the experience as much as Leonie and I did, it was 
something special.  
Wasn’t it nice to hear Alan Jones say those words “BEAUTIFUL TRIUMPHS” .The 
end product was worth it, after 3 days of 5.30am starts & late finishes, sleepless 
nights & Melbourne transport on Sunday morning deciding to start later than  
publicised, that threw a spanner in the works but seeing all the TR’s looking  
fantastic being beamed around the Australia and the world on TV was a magnificent 
sight and great for TR Sidescreens.  
We will remember this for the rest of our lives or until our memory fails us…and  
finally thank you to all who have sent me many emails thanking us for our efforts. 
Those that missed it …. there is always YouTube to remind all. 
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Tue 18 Mar    Penrite – Information Night & car display  
I found this night very interesting in deed, we were given a reasonably quick talk on 
oils and what the symbols mean very informative I thought. Keep your eyes out for 
classic triumph oil being sold soon, I am sure the powder blue members will be hap-
py judging by the picture on the front. 
 
Sun 23 Mar Shepparton Motor Museum / Antiques / Nursery / Cafe & much 
more   
A perfect day weather wise cloudy in Melbourne and only 17 degrees but lovely and 
sunny in Shepparton and 25. The museum itself is in fact made up of personally 
owned cars and motor bikes and even some very old push bikes dating back to the 
late 1800’s. You can offer your car to them and when they think it will fit in with what 
they have in mind they will call you and ask if you would like to display it for a period 
of time, the beauty of this is it means the displays are changing all the time so your 
much more likely to come back every year and it is cheap enough at $7 per person 
with a group booking. At 2.5 hours from Melbourne it is our longest day run we have 
had in quite some time so it was pleasing to see so many people come along. I think 
we all enjoyed it and the lovely lunch we had on the lawns out front. 
 
On another matter, I would like to welcome Rob and Gail who joined our club not too 
long ago but are now the proud owners of the Watters TR2 from Queensland I am 
sure you will both enjoy the car and I hope it gives you as much enjoyment as it did 
the Watters family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday to the listed TR mem-
bers & others that may have been missed.  
 
(Should you wish to be added or removed 
please feel free to contact us by email on 

John_Leonie@outlook.com) 
 
 

01-Apr Sharon Mullins 

06-Apr David List 

06-Apr Gary Waite 

07-Apr Darla Spanner 

12-Apr Ian Meates 

08-May Tony Knowlson 

03-Jun Chris Copeland 

13-Jun Sarah Clark 

18-Jun Keith Brown 

24-Jun Helen Wheatley 

30-Jun Chris Lermanis 

30-Jun Lesley Xerri 

30-Jun Russell Holliday 
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Future Events 
Wed 9 Apr Meeting at Jag/Healy rooms 8 pm.  Rosalie Street, Springvale 
  
Sun 13 Apr Picnic Lunch Run - Depart 9.30am Frankston Bunning’s Car Park (at the end or 

the Frankston Fwy) to Pine Ridge Motor Museum (Charles) – Purves Rd, Ar-
thurs Seat (Map Ref: 171 F3) Cost $8.00pp 50-60 cars to see with morning tea 
facilities then onto Seawinds picnic area BYO picnic at Arthurs Seat – Entry off 
Purves Rd. 

  
16- 18 May John McCormack’s Mystery Tour Weekend – Please update your booking or 

cancel your own accommodation urgently. 
  
Wed 11 Jun Meeting at Jag/Healy rooms 8 pm.  Rosalie Street, Springvale 
  
Sun 15 Jun Suggestions Welcome 
  
Sun 13 July Winter Lunch – All welcome - Macedon Ranges Hotel - 33 Smith Street, 

(Opposite the Macedon Station) Macedon.  Meet up at 11.00am at BP Servo on 
the Calder.        Organiser Viv Paine URGENT NUMBERS REQUIRED 

  
Sun 10 Aug Suggestions Welcome 
  
Wed 13 Aug Meeting at Jag/Healy rooms 8 pm.  Rosalie Street, Springvale 
  
14 Aug – 16 Sept TR Group Europe/Goodwood 
  
Sun 14 or 21 Sept Organiser required Suggestions Welcome (while we are in Europe)   TBA (Viv) 
  
Sat 4-5 Oct TR - Pre Concours – Shakedown Train dinner at Daylesford weekend… more 

details to follow Organisers - Gary & Robyn Waite 
  
Wed 8 Oct Meeting at Jag/Healy rooms 8 pm.  Rosalie Street, Springvale 
  
Fri 31 Oct – Sun 2 
Nov 

Concours – Canberra – Information on the TR Register Website 

  
Sun 16 Nov Suggestions Welcome 
  
Sun 7 Dec Christmas Breakup - Details to follow 
Wed 10 Dec Meeting at Jag/Healy rooms 8 pm.  Rosalie Street, Springvale (LADIES 

NIGHT) 
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For Sale: TR 4 1962  
model with Surry Top and factory hardtop. 
Offers around $24,500 
Features:  
* Body off refurbishment to chassis and body panels 
* Engine reconditioned, with hardened exhaust valve seats. 
* Professional trim work throughout, leather seat facings with complementary vinyl 
trim. Head lining the hard top and a fully lined boot.  
* All chrome in excellent state. 
* New tyres with powder coated wire wheels. 
* Stainless steel exhaust, with heater. 
  
Car comes with original Instruction Booklet, useful if you need to know how to 
replace a blown blinker bulb.  
Current owners since 1987.  
Car is on club plates.          
For more information please contact Louis and Jessie Maroya, at McKeller 
ACT  on 6161 7993       
   

SIDESCREEN HARD-TOP WINDOW 

Last chance to order. 
We have had a couple of enquiries regarding the Australian-made TR2 / 3  
hard-top windows &, if we can get at least 5 firm orders, will have one last batch 
made. These have been bought by over 35 members in the last 15 years with no 
reports of serious fitting difficulty. They are the only windows ever made here with 
a properly designed 2 piece mould & are vacuum- formed in the best material 
available.  
If you want one, please advise within the next 4 weeks & be prepared for a wait of 
probably 6 / 8weeks. The last price a couple of years ago was $325 & we would, 
unfortunately, expect that there will be a price increase. If we get the minimum 
orders required, we will then get a quote from the manufacturer & advise you  
accordingly. If the cost is satisfactory to you, we will require 50% deposit. It is not 
anticipated that we will ever make them again so this really is the last chance. 
Contact mal munro.    0416 031 654        malcs707@gmail.com 
 
WANTED - To Buy 
Ian Johnstone is looking for a hardtop for a TR3a. 

Please call Ian on 02-6963 6964     or email      johnstonei@bigpond.com 

classifieds 

mailto:(revised%2028%20Feb%202014)
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    The drivers. 
 
 
  The passengers. 




